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among New Englanders and Virginians if the new
arrangements had been confined to the bounds of
the original province. But they were not so re-
stricted. On the contrary, the new province was
made to include the great region between the
Alleghanies and the Mississippi, southward to the
Ohio; and it was freely charged that a principal
object of the English Government was to sever
the West from the shore colonies and perma-
nently link it with the St. Lawrence Valley rather
than with the Atlantic slope.

At all events, the Quebec Act marked the be-
ginning of civil government in the great North-
west. On November 9,1775, Henry Hamilton ap-
peared as Lieutenant-Governor at the new capital,
Detroit. Already the "shot heard round the
world " had been fired by the farmers at Lexington;
and Hamilton had been obliged to thread his way
through General Montgomery's lines about Mont-
real in the guise of a Canadian. Arrived at his
new seat of authority, he found a pleasant, freshly
fortified town whose white population had grown
to fifteen hundred, including a considerable num-
ber of English-speaking settlers. The country
round was overrun with traders, who cheated and
cajoled the Indians without conscience; the na-